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Paradoxes
Spring 208, University of Victoria
Department of Philosophy
Course website: availablentip://coursespaces.uvic.ca

Instructor and Contact Information Meeting Times & Place
Dr. Clifford Robertsdliffordroberts@uvic.ga Th 3:306:20
Office hoursTh 1:30 23:3 (or by appt.) CLE B315

Office: CLE B38

Course Description

The paradoxes of Zeno ofdahrguehatmotion andpluraliyy are impossibley deriving absurd
consguences from tlireexistenceTheperversity of these argumeataotionand plurality do

after all exis: just look around? mightseem to disqualify them from serious scrutinthe/et
paradoxes exerted a tremendous influence phykieal thedes of later philosophefvistotle,

for instancegeveloped his physics partly in responseny tater stillin the Hellenistic period,

the Epicureasiand the Stogcproduced physical thexs thatre clarly shapebythe desireo
accommodatand respoaito theparadaes.Nor are the paradoxes and meses to them mere
period pieces, artifacts of primitive philogmaihunderstanding, foontemporary philosophers
have been equally vexsdhem, someargungthat they reveal important facts about such things as
infinity, continuity and change. In this couvsewill exaine the paradoxésemseles andhe
physical theags of Aristde, the Epicureans, and the Stmaghich the paradoxes partly give rise
While ourfocus isan@ntresponses to the paradoxes, we will also disciemporary responsas
order to evaluate the virtues and vices of both contemporary andsacoemisThe goal is not
merely to understand aspectarafient physical theories, butitalerstand and evaluate thasm
distinctive attempts tosdim oraccommodat&enos paradoxes.

Course Texts

[LS] = Sedley, D. & Long, A. A. (edBhe Hellenistic Phimphers, Volume(Cambridge)

[A] = McKeon, R. (edJlhe Basic Words of Aristatiev. ed., into. C. D. C. ReéVedern
Library, 20011

Course Evaluation

(1) Essaygtotal = 70%)
Two essays will be assigned during the term. The first is worth 30% and will be due at the
end of Reading Break; the second paper is worth 40% and due at the endagfiesrm.
will be made availalia CourseSpacts both papers, but considerableddgtwill be
given to students to devise their own topics.



http://coursespaces.uvic.ca/

(2) Class Presentation (total = 30%)
Each student will be required to mak@-20minute presentation to the class on a pre
assigad topic. All students will be expected toggior the topicdy the middle of
the 29 week of classes.

Course Grading
Grades will be assigned in percentage points. The final grade for the course will be converted to a
letter grade according to the follow table.

Grades| GPV | Percentags
A+ 9 90-100
A 8 8589
A- 7 80-84
B+ 6 77-79
B 5 7376
B- 4 7072
C+ 3 6569
C 2 60-64
D 1 5059
F 0 0-49

Academic Integrity

Academic integrity is intellectual honesty and resfigpn®b academic work that the student
submits, whethemdividual or group work. It involves commitnterthe values of honesty, trust
and responsibility. It is expected that students will respect these ethical valotgtiesalelated
to learning, teaching, research, and service. Thereforesplagidriner acts against academic
integrity are serious academic offences.

The responsibility of the institution
Instructors and academic units have the responsibility to ensure that standards dfi@castymic
are met. By d31.49 456.07 Tm 0 G [(-)] TJ ET Q q 315.05 452.95 62.544 13.44 re W* n72.024 293


http://web.uvic.ca/calendar2012/FACS/UnIn/UARe/PoAcI.html

which explains the failure to handhe assignment or sit the t@$te previous policies do not
apply to students with documented disabilitilesttemptvill be made to accommodate such
studentsncluding, but not restricted fwovidingmakeup assignments and tests.

Course Schedule

Dates& Topics Assignments
Week 1:
Historical Background: Ze No Readings.
Aristotle & the Hellenistic Sg
Jan 4
8QLW , =HQR:V 3DUDGR[HV
Weels 2-3: RequiredReading
Jan 1% 18 (i) 882.3 & 3-B.4 inHuggett, Nick Zeno's Paradoxgs

(https://plato.stanford.edu/archives/win2017/entries/parad
zeno/)
(i)882& D LQ 'RZGHQ %UDGOH\ “=H
(http://www.iep.utm.edu/zengar/)

Unit Il; Aristotle -V 3K\VLFV

Week 4Infinity
Jan 25

RequiredReading:
PhysidB.4-8 ([A] pp. 257269)

Week 5Time& Place
Feb 1

Required Reading:
Physid¥ ([A] pp. 269300)

Week 6Motion
Feb 8

Week 7**Reading Break**
Feb 15

Required Reading
PhysidH.1-2, VI (JA] pp. 253, 31640)

No readings.


https://plato.stanford.edu/archives/win2017/entries/paradox-zeno/
https://plato.stanford.edu/archives/win2017/entries/paradox-zeno/
http://www.iep.utm.edu/zeno-par/

Unit Ill: Epicurean Physics

Week 9: Required Reading:
The Fundamentals [LS] pp. 2831
Mar1l
Weeks 141: Required Reading:
AtomsMinima& Motion [LS] pp. 3552
Mar 8& 15
Unit lll: Stoic Physics
Weekl2 Required Reading:
PrincipleBlace & Void [LS] pp. 26274, 294
Mar22
Weels 1314 Required Reading:

Continuum & Time
Mar 29 & Apr 5

[LS] pp. 29B08
Essay # due onApr 12




